
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
July 24, 2020 – 2:00 P.M. 

Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 

C. 30A §20, the meeting was held via an online Zoom Conference 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Gallivan, Mr. Buckley, Mr. Breen 

    Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio, Mr. Ahern 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D. 

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:38 

p.m. by School Committee Chair Nancy Gallivan. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are 

located in School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. None 

 

Per Governor Baker's order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 

c.30A sec. 20, the public will not be allowed to physically access this School Committee 

meeting. Members of the Public will be able to view this meeting on Walpole Media Cable 

Access the following day. Citizens with a question or comment should email 

mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us. We will do our best to get back to you as soon as possible. 

All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are done via roll 

call. 

 

PRELIMINARY PLANS FOR SCHOOL OPENING: 

 

Given the unusual circumstances of this year, the School Committee met on Friday, 

July 24. Mrs. Gallivan indicated that this School Committee Meeting is being held to 

communicate with parents some of the preliminary thoughts on the openings of schools. 

The School Committee is not making any firm decisions as of yet. Another School 

Committee Meeting is scheduled for August 6 and a final decision related to the September 

opening of schools will be made at that meeting. 

 

Dr. Gough and Mr. Hahn went through three options for returning to school in the fall. The 

options are: 

 

1. In person learning where all students return in person with classrooms, schedules 

and protocols modified to meet health requirements 

 

2. Hybrid Learning where students would learn both in person and remotely 

 

3. Full remote learning 

 

After reviewing the three scenarios, including the pros and cons of each option, Dr. Gough, 

Mr. Hahn and the School Committee indicated the hybrid model makes the most sense at 
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this time. For example, in the hybrid model, one group of students would physically attend 

school (in-person learning) on Tuesday and Thursday while the second group attends on 

Wednesday and Friday. While one group is in school, the other group will be taught 

remotely. On Monday all students will participate in synchronous remote learning for a half 

day. The second half of the day on Monday would be dedicated to staff meetings, 

professional development, trainings and collaboration time. It is important to note that 

during remote learning, attendance will be taken, active participation is expected and at the 

secondary level, assignments will be graded and grades will be given. 

 

Dr. Gough indicated that Pre-Kindergarten will remain as scheduled with minimal 

disruption as possible. Additionally, leadership is working diligently to have Kindergarten 

classes in-person full time. Extended Day Director Devin Clifford is also working with the 

Town to develop a plan for extended day care options. The town of Walpole, in conjunction 

with the Recreation and School Departments are exploring additional care child options. 

 

The school year calendar was discussed to add more professional development days for the 

staff to plan for training and preparation. The Superintendent proposed students return after 

Labor Day on Tuesday, September 8. A professional development day would be held on 

Monday, September 14 in order for staff to address the implementation of health and safety 

protocols and review the first week of this hybrid model. The Commissioner of the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is considering a 180-day school year 

waiver. Therefore, the end of the school year would end as scheduled. The School 

Committee will vote on this potential calendar change at the August 6th meeting. 

 

The information will prompt many parents and students to have questions, many of which 

will be answered at the August 6th School Committee Meeting and included in the August 

10 submission to DESE. Dr. Gough and Mr. Hahn will then schedule a Q&A session. In the 

meantime, questions can be sent to School Committee at 

schoolcommittee@walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 

Mr. Friscia addressed questions regarding reopening facilities, operations and food service. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

William J. Buckley, Jr., Vice Chairman 


